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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Applicant's Arguments /Amendments 

This Office Action is responsive to the amendment filed on 7/17/07. Claims 1-10 
are pending. Claims 1, 2, 4, and 5 have been amended. Claims 6-10 are new. I 

In light of the amendments made to the claims, the former 35 USC 112 rejection, 
and 35 USC 103 rejections over the former Bassill, Matsumoto, and VonPless 
references have been overcome. Upon further search and consideration claims 1-10 
are considered allowable. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Claims 1-10 are considered allowable since the closest prior art of record fails 
to teach a washing machine with a cabinet, tub, and drum wherein a steam generating 
apparatus is disposed inside the cabinet to generate steam by using high-frequency 
induction heating and the generated steam is directly supplied to laundry placed into the 
drum. Each of the independent claims of Applicant's invention require these unique 
claim limitations. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rita R. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8701. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on (571) 272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




MICHAEL BARR ^ 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




